
See Aveley F.C. For Free 

 
I have arranged quite a good deal for any section in 

Thurrock to be able to take their beavers/cubs/scouts to 

be club mascots at any of the Aveley home football 

games free of charge. Also, there is a discounted rate for 
family members who would like to stay and watch the 

game. The children will get to meet the players and 

management team as well as walking the players onto 
the pitch where there will be photo opportunities. To take 

advantage of this call Craig on 07946 438 540 to book a 

date. 

www.thurrockscouts.org.ukwww.thurrockscouts.org.ukwww.thurrockscouts.org.uk   
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BOOKINGS FOR CHERRYWOOD FOR 2012 

  
Now is the time for Groups/ Units to be planning their 

programmes for the year 2012. 

  

We have had enquiries for the coming year from Scouts in 

Havering / Greater London / Kent plus a booking in the 
summer from a German Troop, all to camp at Cherry-

wood. 

  

We have advised others from outside the District that we 

will accept bookings from the 31/10/2011.  So as not to 

miss out can you please make your bookings ASAP to 
Terry Wheatley. Those booking received after 31/10/2011 

and into next year, will be accepted if there are no other 

bookings for that required date 

  

The Cherrywood Trustees 

The Appointments Committee is pleased to welcome the fol-
lowing folk into Thurrock: 
 
Helena Tugwell BSSA, 1st Ockendon 
Liam Broughton ACSL, Orsett and Bulphan, Wolves 
 
We wish them all the best and hope that they continue to enjoy 
their time in Scouting 
Heather Butcher, Appointments Secretary 

JACK PETCHEY AWARDS & INFORMATION 
  

The selection committee have awarded the September awards to Aaron Jones and Chloe 
Downes, both from the 1st Ockendon Group. We express our congratulations to both. 

  

Our next selection meeting will take place on the 10th November, so please get your nomi-
nations in to Olive Clay before that date, preferably by the 6th November. 

  
For all those winners for this year, we have been able to obtain the use of the Council Cham-

bers for the 23rd January 2012, so make a not in your diaries. Official invitations will be sent 

to the winners nearer to the date. Parents of the winners plus their Scout leaders are also 
welcome on the evening 

  
We are still receiving nominations for Leadership Awards, whilst this doesn't attract  a mon-

etary award, winners will receive a certificate and a Gold medallion 

  
Dave Gregory, Chair TDSC 

Australians visit Thurrock! 

Thurrock District Explorers, AVOCK and Condovers as well as many others, played host to four 

Aussie Venture Scouts and two leaders from Mareeba, Queensland for two weeks in September. 

The party was led by Ben Jousiffe, Venture Leader and son of Alan Jousiffe, who was a member or 

Orsett and AVOCK for many years before moving to Papua New Guinea then Australia, he was 

ably assisted by Carol Greer. The Venture Scouts consisted of Hope, Janell, Matthew and Adam. 

  

They all stayed at Condovers in tents and the Bison Lodge for the two weeks. 

During their time in 

Thurrock, they met 

the Mayor, Council-

lor Charlie Curtis, 

went to London a 

couple of times and 

saw the Lion King 

show, had trips to 

Thorpe Park and 

Ipswich and visited 

Ormiston Park Acad-

emy in Aveley, as 

well as Beaver, Cub 

and Scout meetings 

where they made presentations to the young people about Scouting in Australia. They also took part 

in the County Marathon as part of the Thurrock Explorer Scout teams where they did very well, the 

girls team coming second out of the total girls teams and 6th overall. A fantastic achievement for 

Thurrock and Aussie Scouting. 

  

Filling in the gaps was activities at Condovers, meals with local families and sleep! To cap it all 

they brought Australian weather with them! 

  

Some comments from the Aussies: 

"Awesome!. We had a fantastic time and met some great people. It's sad we have to return home and 

go back to school" 

"The County Marathon was tiring but the countryside was beautiful" 

"Really enjoyed the trip to Derbyshire and spending the weekend with Thurrock Explorers" 

"We have met some amazing people, who have made us welcome and done so much for us. Too 

many to name!!" 

  

Needless to say it wouldn't have gone as well if hadn't been for Thurrock Scouts who made it all 

happen, helping out in so many ways, it showed true Scouting Spirit and that we really are part of 

the 'Worldwide Family of Scouts'.  Thank you all from the Aussies. 

  

The picture below shows the Aussies and their friends from Thurrock Scouting at their leaving party 

at Condovers on the 30th September. 

County Marathon 
14 Explorer Scouts and 4 Australian Venture Scouts 

recently travelled to the Peak District to take part in 

this year’s County Marathon competition.  1 team 
from Pyxis and 3 teams from Aquila with venture 

scouts mixed in.  Bearing in mind the two teams that 
incorporated the Australian Venture Scouts had only 

met once before the event for about an hour, and had 

never walked as a team.   For all of the young people 

in the teams 

this was the 

first time that 
they had taken 

part in this 

event, but there 
team work and 

enthusiasm 

really show 
through and 

they were all a 
credit to Thur-

rock.  The over-

all results were 
the best that we 

have ever had 

in the district 
since Explorers 

began.   

In a fantastic 6th place with 421 points were the all 
girls team from Aquila & Australia.  These girls also 

achieved 2nd Place in the all Girls Team Competi-

tion.  8th Place with 336 points was awarded to Aqui-
la & Australia, 13th place with 300 points went to 

Pyxis and in 14th Place with 285 points was Aquila  



Condovers Activity Centre          
 
As you all know Condovers warden Colin Howes lost his fight 
with cancer in June this year but I think he would be happy 
with the changes we are trying to make. We have just started 
an outdoor rifle 
shooting range 
and we are hop-
ing that by next 
season we will 
have an indoor 
archery/rifle 
shooting range 
that can be 
used all year 
round.  Also in 
the near future 
we hope to have a new caving system built and a new camp 
fire circle which will also have an outdoor stage and film 
screen. We are also trying to get the funding for new toilets 
and showers that are desperately needed at the site. There is 
an activity cupboard that has various ball games (cricket, 
rounders, basketball etc.) and many more indoor/outdoor 
games. 
We would like to thank the groups that have used their meet-
ing nights to come and help us with site services, they have 
been a great help. 
We would like to thank Phoenix Network for the tree they had 
planted for Colin which is lovingly called the ‘Moaning Tree’ 
and will eventually have a bench built around it. 
This year we have seen a lot of non-district groups and 
Guides camping but not many of our own groups. We would 
like to see more local groups using the site and supporting us, 
don’t forget you don’t have to pay to camp because it comes 
out of your membership fees. Scout Patrol camps are wel-
come anytime (they don’t even need a leader with them!) and 
we might even find them a job or 2 to do! 
Your GSL should now have copies of our new prices list, if not 
please email me at Condovers@hotmail.co.uk and I will send 
one out to you. 
 
HELP SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CAMPSITE! 
 
Sue Cole 
Condovers  

East Tilbury Group Dedication to Jan Wall  

Janice Wall, ASL and fundraiser with East Tilbury 
Scout Group passed away suddenly at home on 
the 9th July after 21 years service.   It was a total 
shock to everyone and she will be sadly missed, 
especially for her cooking skills and her constant 
smile. 

In honour of Jan's dedication to the Group a Flag 
pole has been erected outside the H.Q. 

Directory Amendments 

HOT & HECTIC WEEKEND AT CHERRYWOOD 
  
3 separate groups chose probably the best week-end of the "summer" to use the Cherrywood facilities 
  
1st Ockendon Cubs were there until mid afternoon using the Log Cabin and the woods for a varied programme and food cooked on an open wood fire  
  
The Playscheme team were working like Trojans, manoeuvring two 20ft. containers, and then repacking the contents into them. They just about finished as dusk 
fell. 
  
After lunch, 7th Grays booked in to stay overnight in the woods. Scouts, Leaders and Parents arrived for bivouac building and backwoods cooking. There were 
mixes of Fathers & Sons, Mothers & Sons and a family of Mother, Father Son & Daughter.   There were 14 separate bivy's and  wood fires burning and a varied 
mixture of menu's and  cooking smells. I was invited to join in and eat with a Father & Daughter, and eat camp food for probably the first time in about 20 years. I 
thoroughly enjoyed  the atmosphere amongst all participants and the bonhomie. It was so warm overnight, there was probably no need to sleep under the bivy for 
those on site. I went home to my bed! 
  
What a way for those Groups that don't have a great parent involvement, the chance to meet the Parents and others in a relaxed way, and for the Parents to 
relive some of their  childhood experiences. I'm certain that many parents would jump at the opportunity to cook again on an open fire & sleep under the 
stars, Groups may be able to persuade some participants to assist in their Groups as future leaders or as committee members. 
 
Dave Gregory (Cherrywood Trustee) 


